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this case the imitation of the mnemonic process may
be very definite and complete. Or the false recollec-
tion may be wholly a retrojection of a present mental
image, and so by no stretch of language be deserving
of the name recollection.

It is doubtful whether by any effort of will a person
could bring himself to regard a figment of his present
imagination as representative of a past reality. Defi-
nite and complete hallucinations of this sort do not in
normal circumstances arise. It seems necessary for a
complete illusion of memory that there should be some-
thing past and recovered at the moment, though this
may not be a real personal experience.1 On the
other hand, it is possible, as we shall presently see^
under certain circumstances, to create out of present
materials, and in a vague and indefinite shape, pure
phantoms of past experience, that is to say, quasi-
mnemonic images to which there correspond no past
occurrences whatever.

All recollection, as we have seen, takes place by
means of a present mental image which returns with
a certain degree of vividness, and is instantaneously
identified with some past event. In many cases this
instinctive process * of identification proves to be
legitimate, for, as a matter of fact, real impressions

1 The only exception to this that I can think of is to be found
in the power which I, at least, possess, after looking at a new object,
of representing it as a familiar one. Yet this may be explained by
saying that in the case of every object which is clearly apprehended
there must be vague revivals of similar objects perceived before.
Cases in which recent experiences tend, owing to their peculiar nature,
very rapidly to assume the appearance of old events, will be con-
sidered presently.